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________________________________________________________             Report

A traditional production of Cole Porter’s 1948 musical.
There was good musical support under the direction of Mark Newport although voices onstage were often overwhelmed by the orchestra.  Diction from the chorus was particularly clear, most notably in ‘too darn hot’.
Another excellent set design with Padua especially well realized.

Costumes generally conformed but watch the hemlines.  Some footwear also did not match.  Lily’s travelling clothes needed to look a little more ‘film-star’; maybe a few expensive looking accessories to complete the ensemble.  Remember that it was also quite a heavily made-up period.  One of the photo’s on Lily’s dressing table was in a modern frame and Fred’s dressing table had some make-up in view that was out of period.

Lighting plot was generally sound. Some of the gobos used cast a distracting pattern on performers’ faces, notably during ‘Wunderbar’.
Direction from Julia Rufey was a little uncertain in places.  More of an effort was required to make songs flow directly from the dialogue and seem integral with it.  The opening chorus, featuring a powerful solo from Sunny was, otherwise, a little ragged and required more movement.  Other ensemble pieces worked better.  Too Darn Hot, with a spectacular contribution from David was a great Act II opening which thoroughly deserved the prolonged applause that followed.  Cantiamo d’Amore was also excellently blocked with a pleasing final position.  ‘Always True to You’ really deserved to move to the centre of the stage much earlier.  The inclusion of ‘From This Moment On’, though it gives the General more to do, adds little to the show.
Natalie Sullivan was an outstanding Lilli/Katherine with a clear understanding of the role.  I Hate Men, in particular was very well delivered.  She displayed a good range of emotion and had clearly thought a lot about character.
Marc Howden Smith as Fred/Petruchio gave an assured performance of ‘Where is the life that late I led’.  ‘Were Thine that Special Face’ also hit the right mood and conveyed the message of the song well.

Together, Natalie and Marc were well matched.  Wunderbar worked very well indeed and one perceived a lot of the character’s history.

Savella Kitanos gave a competent performance as Lois/Bianca but we really needed to see more of the man-eater to make her affair with Fred seem more likely.  Nic Corden gave a nicely judged portrayal of Bill/Lucentio and, indeed, seems to be cornering the market in long-suffering paramours.  
Howard Wright was very well cast as General Harrison Howell and the duet was well delivered.  I remember Richard Bodek’s 2nd man from last time around and he and Martin Ibister made a great pair of gangsters.
The programme was a good design with an interesting cover. It is always good to see plenty of rehearsal pictures. Cast list and list of musical numbers was clear and easy to read.  Thank you for including the Noda crest.
Please note that the Poster and Programme competition is changing slightly this year.  The biggest change will be that all regions will conform to the same year, which will mean that for 2011 we will be judging entries up to the 31st December 2010.  In 2012 we will then be judging entries from 1st January 2011 to 31st December 2011.  This means that across the country the timings will all be the same.  Consequently in 2011 there will inevitably be fewer entries than this year, but we should be back up to speed in 2012.  Competition entries should be sent to Jacquie as soon as possible.
There was an issue on the night we attended with an audience member using a camera.  This is distracting to other audience members and – if sound and video recordings are being made – a potential problem with rights holders.  Please consider printing a warning in your programme and backing it up with a pre-show announcement

Many thanks for your invitation and your hospitality.  I look forward to seeing you again soon.
Do YOU read the Noda London Magazine?

Issues are distributed to all societies and individual members within the London Region.  The magazine contains articles about what has been happening in your region with show reviews, photos and other news together with a list of forthcoming presentations.  One way of making sure that you do not miss an issue is by taking out a subscription and receiving your very own copy.  See the latest issue for details.
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